[Morphological provision for the specialization of hares to coprophagy: the architectonics of the mucous surface of the intestine].
The macro- and microstructures of the surface of the mucous membrane of the gastrointestinal tract were studied in detail in two hare species (Lepus europaeus and L. timidus) using scanning electron and digital microscopes. The morphology of the gastrointestinal tract of hares, which is similar in the two species studied, was described in detail. The macrostructure of the inner surface of the ileocecal junction was investigated. The particularities of the architectonics of the mucous membrane of the intestine that are specific for hares were revealed. In the jejunum of both hare species, the mucous membrane is represented by villi with merged bases, which form circular plates. The mucosa of the colon forms large conical villi, the surface of which is scattered with secreting cells. The possible functional significance of the revealed morphological particularities is discussed.